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READER’S GUIDE TO THE
PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN
AND PENNSYLVANIA CODE

Pennsylvania Bulletin

The Pennsylvania Bulletin is the official gazette of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It is published
every week and includes a table of contents. A
cumulative subject matter index is published quar-
terly.

The Pennsylvania Bulletin serves several pur-
poses. First, it is the temporary supplement to the
Pennsylvania Code, which is the official codification
of agency rules and regulations and other statuto-
rily authorized documents. Changes in the codified
text, whether by adoption, amendment, repeal or
emergency action must be published in the Pennsyl-
vania Bulletin. Further, agencies proposing changes
to the codified text do so in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin.

Second, the Pennsylvania Bulletin also publishes:
Governor's Executive Orders; State Contract No-
tices; Summaries of Enacted Statutes; Statewide
and Local Court Rules; Attorney General Opinions;
Motor Carrier Applications before the Public Utility
Commission; Applications and Actions before the
Department of Environmental Protection; Orders of
the Independent Regulatory Review Commission;
and other documents authorized by law.

The text of certain documents published in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin is the only valid and enforce-
able text. Courts are required to take judicial notice
of the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

Adoption, Amendment or Repeal of
Regulations

Generally an agency wishing to adopt, amend or
repeal regulations must first publish in the Pennsyl-
vania Bulletin a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.
There are limited instances where the agency may
omit the proposal step; they still must publish the
adopted version.

The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking contains the
full text of the change, the agency contact person, a
fiscal note required by law and background for the
action.

The agency then allows sufficient time for public
comment before taking final action. An adopted
proposal must be published in the Pennsylvania

Bulletin before it can take effect. If the agency
wishes to adopt changes to the Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking to enlarge the scope, they must re-
propose.

Citation to the Pennsylvania Bulletin

Cite material in the Pennsylvania Bulletin by
volume number and page number. Example: Volume
1, Pennsylvania Bulletin, page 801 (short form: 1
Pa.B. 801).

Pennsylvania Code

The Pennsylvania Code is the official codification
of rules and regulations issued by Commonwealth
agencies and other statutorily authorized docu-
ments. The Pennsylvania Bulletin is the temporary
supplement to the Pennsylvania Code, printing
changes as soon as they occur. These changes are
then permanently codified by the Pennsylvania
Code Reporter, a monthly, loose-leaf supplement.

The Pennsylvania Code is cited by title number
and section number. Example: Title 10 Pennsylva-
nia Code, § 1.1 (short form: 10 Pa.Code § 1.1).

Under the Pennsylvania Code codification system,
each regulation is assigned a unique number by
title and section. Titles roughly parallel the organi-
zation of Commonwealth government. Title 1 Penn-
sylvania Code lists every agency and its correspond-
ing Code title location.

How to Find Documents

Search for your area of interest in the Pennsylva-
nia Code.

The Pennsylvania Code contains, as Finding Aids,
subject indexes for the complete Code and for each
individual title, a list of Statutes Used As Authority
for Adopting Rules and a list of annotated cases.
Source Notes give you the history of the documents.
To see if there have been recent changes, not yet
codified, check the List of Pennsylvania Code Chap-
ters Affected in the most recent issue of the Penn-
sylvania Bulletin.

The Pennsylvania Bulletin also publishes a quar-
terly List of Pennsylvania Code Sections Affected
which lists the regulations in numerical order,
followed by the citation to the Pennsylvania Bulle-
tin in which the change occurred.

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION: (717) 766-0211
GENERAL INFORMATION AND FINDING AIDS: (717) 783-1530
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Printing Format
Material proposed to be added to an existing rule or regulation is printed in bold face and material proposed to be
deleted from such a rule or regulation is enclosed in brackets [ ] and printed in bold face. Asterisks indicate ellipsis
of Pennsylvania Code text retained without change. Proposed new or additional regulations are printed in ordinary style
face.

Fiscal Notes

Section 612 of The Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P. S. § 232) requires that the Office of Budget prepare a fiscal
note for regulatory actions and administrative procedures of the administrative departments, boards, commissions or
authorities receiving money from the State Treasury stating whether the proposed action or procedure causes a loss
of revenue or an increase in the cost of programs for the Commonwealth or its political subdivisions; that the fiscal note
be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin at the same time as the proposed change is advertised; and that the fiscal
note shall provide the following information: (1) the designation of the fund out of which the appropriation providing for
expenditures under the action or procedure shall be made; (2) the probable cost for the fiscal year the program is
implemented; (3) projected cost estimate of the program for each of the five succeeding fiscal years; (4) fiscal history of
the program for which expenditures are to be made; (5) probable loss of revenue for the fiscal year of its
implementation; (6) projected loss of revenue from the program for each of the five succeeding fiscal years; (7) line item,
if any, of the General Appropriation Act or other appropriation act out of which expenditures or losses of Commonwealth
funds shall occur as a result of the action or procedures; (8) recommendation, if any, of the Secretary
of the Budget and the reasons therefor.

The required information is published in the foregoing order immediately following the proposed change to which it
relates; the omission of an item indicates that the agency text of the fiscal note states that there is no information
available with respect thereto. In items (3) and (6) information is set forth for the first through fifth fiscal years; in that
order, following the year the program is implemented, which is stated. In item (4) information is set forth for the
current and two immediately preceding years, in that order. In item (8) the recommendation, if any, made by the
Secretary of Budget is published with the fiscal note. See 4 Pa. Code § 7.231 et seq. Where “no fiscal impact” is
published, the statement means no additional cost or revenue loss to the Commonwealth or its local political subdivision
is intended.

Reproduction, Dissemination or Publication of Information
Third parties may not take information from the Pennsylvania Code and Pennsylvania Bulletin and reproduce,
disseminate or publish such information except as provided by 1 Pa. Code § 3.44. 1 Pa. Code § 3.44 reads as follows:

§ 3.44. General permission to reproduce content of Code and Bulletin.

Information published under this part, which information includes, but is not limited to, cross references, tables of
cases, notes of decisions, tables of contents, indexes, source notes, authority notes, numerical lists and codification
guides, other than the actual text of rules or regulations may be reproduced only with the written consent of the
Bureau. The information which appears on the same leaf with the text of a rule or regulation, however, may be
incidentally reproduced in connection with the reproduction of the rule or regulation, if the reproduction is for the
private use of a subscriber and not for resale. There are no other restrictions on the reproduction of information
published under this part, and the Commonwealth hereby consents to a reproduction.
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List of Pa. Code Chapters Affected

The following numerical guide is a list of the chapters of each title of the Pennsylvania Code affected by documents

published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin during 1999.

4 Pa. Code (Administration)
Adopted Rules
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4 (3documents). . ...t 44
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THE COURTS

Title 249—PHILADELPHIA
RULES

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY

Fee Schedule/Procedure for Family Support Lien/
Judgment Certifications; Administrative Regula-
tion No. 99-10

Effective thirty (30) days from publication in the Penn-
sylvania Bulletin, Whereas: (1) the Pennsylvania Legisla-
ture has amended 23 Pa.C.S. § 4352(d) and promulgated
23 Pa.C.S. § 4352(d.1), providing that certain support
obligations shall constitute a judgment by operation of
law against the support obligor, and lien by operation of
law against all real and personal property owned by the
obligor within the judicial district in which the arrears
are recorded; and (2) Whereas existing Family Division
records relating to support obligations contain confiden-
tial information which cannot be provided to third par-
ties, it is necessary for the Family Division to implement
procedures to verify to third parties the existence and
amount of support obligations; and (3) Whereas 23
Pa.C.S.A. § 4352(d.1)(6)(ii) provides for a maximum fee of
$20.00 to be charged by the Family Division to provide
written lien certifications,

It is Hereby Ordered that the following administrative
procedure is adopted in Philadelphia County to provide
written certification of the balance of family support
obligations:

(1) It is strongly recommended that the request for
certification of support arrears be sent no later than
fifteen (15) calendar days before the anticipated settle-
ment date. Any person or entity seeking notice of the
amount of support arrears owed by a named individual
shall complete the information required in Parts A and B
“Request for Support Arrears Balance” Form and forward
the Form to:

Clerk of Family Court
Room B-16

34 S. 11th Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

(2) The envelope containing the Form shall be clearly
marked: “Request for Support Arrears Balance (Lien/
Judgment Certification),” and accompanied by a $20.00
business check, cashier’s check, certified check, or money
order, made payable to “Prothonotary,” and a stamped,
self-addressed envelope. The name and social security
number of the individual for whom the information is
requested shall be clearly indicated on the $20.00 pay-
ment.

(3) The funds generated by this charge shall be for-
warded to the Prothonotary of the First Judicial District
of Pennsylvania, according to existing procedures for
other fees collected by the Clerk of Family Court. The
funds generated by this Administrative Regulation shall
be set aside by the Prothonotary and remitted monthly to
the Domestic Relations Division Accounting Unit, which
shall maintain, account for, and distribute the funds in
accordance with federal regulations governing funds col-
lected under Title IV-D of the Social Security Act.

(4) A separate Form accompanied by a separate pay-
ment shall be used for each individual for whom informa-
tion is requested.

(5) The Family Division shall complete Part C of the
Form and return it to the requesting party in the
stamped, self-addressed envelope within five (5) business
days of its receipt by the Family Division, or the date of
settlement, whichever is later. If the named individual
has eligible support arrears on record in Philadelphia
County, the Family Division shall enter the date and
amount of arrears certification on the docket records of
the affected support cases.

(6) A properly completed and certified Form containing
the raised Seal of the Family Court Division of the Court
of Common Pleas of Philadelphia shall constitute either a
certification by the Family Division of the “Total Payoff
Amount” for the lien/judgment as of the settlement date
provided, or that there are no eligible support arrears of
record in Philadelphia County for the named individual.

(7) The certification of support arrears by the Family
Division is only valid as to the combination of nhame and
social security number provided by the requestor. The
certification to be prepared by the Family Division will be
based strictly on the information as provided by the
requestor. If the information provided on the Form by the
requestor for the named individual is incorrect, notwith-
standing that a certification of support owed is processed
by the Family Division based upon the incorrect informa-
tion provided by the requestor, if that individual has
eligible support arrears of record in Philadelphia County
under a name and/or social security number that is
different from that which was provided by the requestor,
then the lien and judgment by operation of law shall
remain in full force and effect as to the individual, and as
to the individual's property.

(8) If there are no eligible support arrears of record
with the Family Division, the Family Division will so
indicate by checking the appropriate box in Part C of the
Form.

(9) If the named individual for whom information is
requested must personally appear at Family Court to
resolve outstanding issues relating to a support case
before the certification will be issued, the Family Division
will so indicate by checking the appropriate box in Part C
of the Form. Because of the confidential nature of the
information contained in Family Court records, the Fam-
ily Division will not convey to third parties the substance
or nature of the outstanding issues that must be resolved
before the support arrears will be certified.

(10) The “Total Payoff Amount” provided by the Family
Court Division shall consist of the aggregate balance of
all support arrears of record with the Family Court
Division as of the “date prepared” that are eligible to be
collected via enforcement of a lien or judgment. The
balance provided may not reflect additional arrears that
might be owed by the support obligor, but which are not
collectible via enforcement of a lien or judgment at the
time the certification is issued.

(11) Any funds withheld from the proceeds of a sale of
real or personal property for the purpose of satisfying a
judgment or lien arising from support arrears must be
sent to the Pennsylvania State Collections and Disburse-
ment Unit (“PA SCDU") within fifteen (15) days of
withholding. To satisfy the support arrears and remove
the judgment or lien, the “Total Payoff Amount” must be
received in the form of a business check, cashier’s check,
certified check, or money order made payable to “PA
SCDU,” that clearly identifies the support obligor and the
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THE COURTS 199

obligor’s social security number, the obligor's PACSES
member number, the case ID number(s) to which the
payment is to be applied, and the amounts to be applied
to each case.

(12) The payment shall be accompanied by a copy of
the “Request for Support Arrears Balance (Lien/Judgment
Certification)” form that was completed and certified by
the Family Division, and upon which the payment is
based, and mailed to: PA SCDU, P. O. Box 69110, Harris-
burg, Pa. 17106-9110.

(13) The balance certified shall be effective only for the
time periods prescribed by applicable law.

(14) Upon receipt and posting of the funds the account
will be credited, and the Domestic Relations Division will,
upon request, issue an Order of Court stating that the

eligible support arrears of record with the Family Divi-
sion of the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas, as of the
date of settlement or transfer, have been paid in full,
subordinated, or otherwise settled. If, under applicable
law, the funds submitted exceed the amount that is
collectible by that remedy, the excess payment shall be
refunded directly to the support obligor.

(15) The support information provided by the Philadel-
phia Family Court Division shall under no circumstances
constitute a confirmation of the support obligor’'s social
security number.

PAUL P. PANEPINTO,
Administrative Judge
Family Court Division
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200 THE COURTS

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF PHILADELPHIA COUNTY * FAMILY DIVISION
Part A. Request for Support Arrears Balance (Lien/Judgment Certification)

# (this réquest MUST be panied by $20 pay for the pr ing fee as required by Philadelphia Family Court Administrative Regulation 99-10)
Pursuant to the provisions of 23 Pa.C.S.A.§4352(d) and (d.1), and Philadelphia Family Court Administrative Regulation 99-10. the
undersigned hereby requests that the Family Court Division of the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas provide the following information
regarding the amount of support owed by the specified individual who is the Buyer or Seller of a property within Philadelphia County.

L /
Requested by Title Request date
( )
Company name Address EIN Telephone number

Part B. Information on Buyer or Seller of property (MUST BE PROVIDED):

Last Name First ’ Initial Social Security Number

/ / / /
Alias, if any: Last Name First Initial Date of Birth Settlement date

Part C. Support Balance Information (to be provided by Family Court)
O Philadelphia Family Court has no record of an outstanding support balance for the above named individual.

O Before the lien/judgment certification can be provided the above named Buyer/Seller must appear at Family Court’s Customer Service
Center in the lobby of the Family Court Building, 34 S. 11* Street, to resolve outstanding issues regarding the support case(s).

O The above named individual has an outstanding support bal.ance(s) for the following case(s) and amount(s):

PACSES Member Number:
TOTAL PAYOFF AMOUNT FOR ALL FAMILY SUPPORT LIENS/JUDGMENTS AS OF SETTLEMENT DATE PROVIDED*: §

(1 $ 2 $

Case ID Number Arrears Balance(a/o date prepared) Case ID Number Arrears Balance(a/o date prepared)
3) $ 4) S

Case ID Number Arrears Balance(a/o date prepared) Case ID Number Arrears Balance(2/0 date prepared)
(%) $ (6) $

Case ID Number Arrears Balance(a/o date prepared) Case ID Number Arrears Balance(a/o date prepared)

Number of additior.lal sheets attached: (J None O
Certification
Pursuant to the provisions of 23 Pa.C.S.A.§4352(d) and (d.1), and Philadelphia Family Court Administrative Regulation 99-10. I certify
that the above information and the information in any attachment hereto is an accurate and complete accounting for all eligible support
arrears on record with the Philadelphia Family Court as being owed by the above-referenced Buyer or Seller as of the date prepared. and
that I am authorized by Philadelphia Family Court to certify this information.

/ / [COURT SEAL]
Certified by Title . Tel. No. Date prepared
*IMPORTANT NOTE: The payoff amount does not reflect account adjustments or credit that might have been given for support payments posted atter the “date prepared.” In
order for Family Court to clear the support lien/judgment as of a specific certification date it must receive payment in full for the “Total Payoff Amount.” Payment must be
submitted to Family Court within fifteen (15) days of withholding. The total payoff amount is only valid for the time period provided by law, and except as otherwise provided by
law, any support arrears arising after the date prepared shall constitute a lien and judgment by operation of law against the support obligor and the obligor’s property.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 00-52. Filed for public inspection January 7, 2000, 9:00 a.m.]
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Fee Schedule/Procedure for Family Support Lien/
Judgment Search for Purpose of Legal Name
Change; Administrative Regulation No. 99-11

Effective thirty (30) days after publication in the Penn-
sylvania Bulletin, a $20.00 fee is established by the
Domestic Relations Division of the Philadelphia Family
Court, for providing written certification of the existence
or non-existence of family support judgments for an
individual, for use as supporting documentation of the
individual's Petition to Change Name.

In order to facilitate the search, the person or entity
requesting the certification must submit sufficient infor-
mation to identify the individual for whom the search is
to be conducted, including that individual’'s name, social
security number, date of birth, and address. A certified
check, cashier’s check, money order, or attorney’s check in
the amount of $20.00, made payable to “Prothonotary,”
must accompany the written request for the certification,
and be sent to:

Clerk of Family Court
34 S. 11th Street

Room B-16
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

The funds generated by this charge shall be forwarded
to the Prothonotary of the First Judicial District of
Pennsylvania, according to existing procedures for other
fees collected by the Clerk of Family Court. The funds
generated by this Administrative Regulation shall be set
aside by the Prothonotary and remitted monthly to the
Domestic Relations Division Accounting Unit, which shall
maintain, account for, and distribute the funds in accord-
ance with federal regulations governing funds collected
under Title IV-D of the Social Security Act.

PAUL P. PANEPINTO,
Administrative Judge
Family Court Division
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 00-53. Filed for public inspection January 7, 2000, 9:00 a.m.]

Title 255—LOCAL
COURT RULES

CARBON COUNTY

Adoption of Local Rule of Criminal Procedure
LCR316 Compensation Rates for Court-
Appointed Conflict Counsel; No. 086 Ml 99 332
JV 99

Administrative Order No. 13-1999
And Now, this 14th day of December, 1999, it is hereby

Ordered and Decreed, effective thirty (30) days after
publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, that the Carbon
County Court of Common Pleas hereby Adopts Local Rule
of Criminal Procedure LCR316 governing Compensation
Rates for Court-Appointed Conflict Counsel in Homicide
and Non-Homicide cases.

The Carbon County District Court Administrator is
Ordered and Directed to do the following:

1. File seven (7) certified copies of this Administrative
Order with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania
Courts.

2. File two (2) certified copies and one (1) diskette with
the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin.

3. File one (1) certified copy with the Pennsylvania
Criminal Procedural Rules Committee.

4. Forward one (1) copy for publication in the Carbon
County Law Journal.

5. Forward one (1) copy to the Carbon County Law
Library.

6. Keep continuously available for public inspection
copies of the Order and Rule in the Clerk of Court’s Office
and the Juvenile Court Office.

By the Court

JOHN P. LAVELLE,
President Judge

Rule LCR 316. Compensation Rates for Court-
Appointed Conflict Counsel.

A. Non-Homicide Criminal Cases

(1) Counsel, not exceeding one, who has been assigned
to represent:

(@) a defendant charged with a non-homicide criminal
offense;

(b) an individual in any post-conviction proceedings or,
(c) a juvenile formally charged with delinquency,

shall, at the conclusion of the representation, or any
segment thereof, be compensated for his/her services in
such representation and reimbursed for all reasonable
expenses advanced by counsel which were necessarily
incurred.

(2) Upon the conclusion of counsel's representation
under this Rule, or any segment thereof, the Judge sitting
at the trial of the case, if there is a trial; otherwise, the
Judge presiding over the disposition of the matter shall,
after the filing of the claim and sworn statement, allow
such counsel all reasonable personal and incidental ex-
penses, and compensation for services rendered.

(3) Counsel shall be compensated at a rate not exceed-
ing forty dollars ($40) per hour for time expended in a
Court of record and at a rate of thirty dollars ($30) per
hour for time reasonably expended out of Court. For
representation of a defendant in a case in which one or
more felonies are charged or for proceedings under the
Post Conviction Hearing Act, the compensation paid to an
attorney shall not exceed fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500).
In a case in which only misdemeanors or juvenile delin-
guencies are charged, payment shall not exceed seven
hundred and fifty dollars ($750).

(4) Payment in excess of the limits stated herein may
only be made, if the Judge to whom the application is
made certifies that because of extraordinary circum-
stances set forth, such additional payments are necessary
to provide fair compensation for representation.

(5)(a) Assigned counsel may also make a written re-
guest to obtain investigative, expert, or other services
necessary to an adequate defense. Upon finding after
proper inquiry that such services are necessary, the Court
shall authorize counsel to obtain such services on behalf
of a defendant. The compensation paid to a person for
such services rendered to a defendant shall not exceed
five hundred dollars ($500).

(b) In order to expedite reimbursement to counsel for
services rendered by investigators or other experts autho-
rized by the Court, at the conclusion of such expert
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services rendered on behalf of the defendant, counsel may
submit a Petition and Order for reimbursement to counsel
of such expert fees. Said Petition and Order shall be
submitted to either the Trial Judge, if there is a trial, or
to the Judge presiding over the disposition of the matter
and may be submitted at any stage of the proceedings.
The Petition and Order for reimbursement must contain
all information and exhibits relevant to the reimburse-
ment of expenses. Upon submission by counsel of the
Petition and Order for reimbursement, the appropriate
Judge shall immediately review the Petition and Order
for reimbursement, the appropriate Judge shall immedi-
ately review the Petition and order payment to counsel of
such expert fees as are considered reasonable and neces-
sary.

(6) Counsel so assigned shall not, except with prior
approval of the Court, receive or contract to receive
directly or indirectly, any compensation for such services
or reimbursement for expenses from any source other
than herein provided.

(7) Counsel shall be appointed under this Rule only
when, because of conflict of interest or other sufficient
reason, the individual cannot properly be represented by
the Public Defender.

B. Homicide Cases

(1) Counsel appointed shall not exceed one, except that
in cases of extreme complexity or where the Trial Judge
may, after consultation with, and the consent of the
President Judge, appoint co-counsel.

(2)(@) Assigned counsel may also petition the Court to
obtain investigative, expert, or other services necessary to
an adequate defense. Upon finding, after proper inquiry,
that such services are necessary, the court, by written
order, shall authorize counsel to obtain such services on
behalf of a defendant.

(b) In order to expedite reimbursement to counsel for
services rendered by investigators or other experts autho-
rized by the court at the conclusion of such expert
services rendered on behalf of the defendant, counsel may
submit a Petition and Order for reimbursement to counsel
of such expert fees. Said Petition and Order shall be
submitted to the Trial Judge, and may be submitted at
any stage of the proceedings. The Petition and Order for
reimbursement must contain all information and exhibits
relevant to the reimbursement of expenses. Upon submis-
sion by counsel of the Petition and Order for reimburse-
ment, the appropriate Judge shall immediately review the
Petition and authorize payment to counsel of such expert
fees as are considered reasonable and necessary. The
reviewing Judge will then forward the Petition and Order
for reimbursement to the Court Administrator for pay-
ment.

(3) Upon the conclusion of counsel's representation
under this Rule, or any segment thereof, the Judge sitting
at the trial of the case, if there is a trial; otherwise, the
Judge presiding over the disposition of the matter shall,
after the filing of the claim and sworn statement, allow
such counsel all reasonable personal and incidental ex-
penses, and compensation for services rendered.

(4) Counsel shall be compensated for services rendered
at a rate not exceeding fifty dollars ($50) per hour for
time reasonably expended in Court, and forty dollars
($40) per hour for time reasonable expended out of Court.
Such compensation shall not exceed four thousand dollars
($4,000) where one counsel has been assigned, and shall
not exceed a total of six thousand ($6,000) where two
counsel have been assigned. Payment in excess of the

limits stated herein may only be made if the Court, to
whom the application is made, finds that because of
extraordinary circumstances set forth, such additional
payments are necessary to provide fair compensation for
representation.

(5) Counsel so assigned must file with the Judge an
affidavit that he has not, directly or indirectly, received,
nor entered into a contract to receive, any compensation
for such services from any source other than herein
provided.

C. Appointments

Appointments made pursuant to this rule continue
through all stages of the proceedings.

D. Payment

Such allowance of expenses and compensation under
this Rule shall be a charge upon the County of Carbon, to
be paid by the County upon Order of the appropriate
Judge.

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 00-54. Filed for public inspection January 7, 2000, 9:00 a.m.]

CARBON COUNTY

Adoption of Orphans’ Court Local Rules of Proce-
dure; 99-9422

Administrative Order No. 14-1999
And Now, this 16th day of December, 1999, it is hereby

Ordered and Decreed, effective thirty (30) days after
publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, that the Carbon
County Court of Common Pleas hereby Adopts Local
Rules of Court governing procedure in Orphans’ Court
cases.

The Carbon County District Court Administrator is
Ordered and Directed to do the following:

1. File seven (7) certified copies of this Administrative
Order with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania
Courts.

2. File two (2) certified copies and one (1) diskette with
the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin.

3. File one (1) certified copy with the Pennsylvania
Orphans’ Court Procedural Rules Committee.

4. Forward one (1) copy for publication in the Carbon
County Law Journal.

5. Forward one (1) copy to the Carbon County Law
Library.

6. Keep continuously available for public inspection
copies of the Order and Rules in the Orphans’ Court
Office.

By the Court

JOHN P. LAVELLE,
President Judge
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RULE 1—JUDGES AND LOCAL RULES
Rule 1.2.1. Citation of Rules.

These Rules shall be known as Carbon County Or-
phans’ Court Rules adopted pursuant to Pa.O.C.R. 1.2
and shall be cited as “Carbon Co. O.C.R. No.

Rule 1.2.2. Petitions and Motions.

(a) Every original petition or motion filed shall set
forth in its first paragraph the citation of any statute,
Rule of court, or other authority relied upon to justify the
relief requested.

(b) A copy of any notice required to be given shall be
attached to the petition or motion.

Rule 1.2.3. Briefs.

Briefs will be prepared and filed in accordance with the
provisions of Carbon Co. Civ. L. No. 210, unless otherwise
ordered by the Court.

Rule 1.2.4. Attorneys.

The name and Supreme Court identification number of
any attorney employed by any party in any proceeding
pending in this Court shall be marked on the initial
pleading or paper filed in the office of the Clerk. Any
attorney who has properly entered an appearance will
receive notice of all hearings, conferences, and orders.

Rule 1.2.5. Depository of the Court.

(a) Deposit of Money or Securities in Court. All monies
paid or securities delivered into Court shall be deposited
immediately in a segregated, federally insured account in
such bank or trust company as the Clerk may designate,
to the credit of the court in the particular estate or
proceeding to which the money or securities may belong;
and such depository shall keep a separate account of each
payment and delivery, designating the same by name of
the estate or proceeding. Unless otherwise specially or-
dered by the Court, all interest earned on said accounts
shall accrue to the credit of the County of Carbon.

(b) Withdrawals. No money shall be paid out of Court
by the depository, or securities delivered, except on checks
or orders of the Clerk accompanied by a certified copy of
the Order of Court authorizing such withdrawal or deliv-
ery.

(c) Docket to be maintained. The Clerk shall maintain a
Money in Court Docket in which shall be entered con-
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cisely under the name of the respective estates, the
Orders of Court directing money to be paid into Court, as
well as an accurate account of the money paid in and paid
out, so that the record will fully explain itself.

RULE 2—CONSTRUCTION AND APPLICATION OF
RULES

Rule 2.3.1. Definitions.

(@) As used in these Rules "P.E.F. Code” shall mean a
reference to the Probate, Estates and Fiduciary Code,
June 30, 1972, P.L. 508, 20 Pa.C.S.A. § 101 et seq., as
amended.

(b) As used in these Rules, the terms “Citation” and
“Rule to Show Cause” shall be interchangeable unless
otherwise indicated herein.

RULE 3—PLEADINGS AND PRACTICE
Rule 3.2.1. Pleadings, Motions and Petitions.

(a) Motions and petitions shall be governed by the
provisions of Carbon Co. Civ. L. 206.

(b) A copy of every pleading, including exceptions, shall
be promptly served upon counsel of record for all parties
in interest, and upon any party who is not represented.

Rule 3.2.2. Pleadings, Disposition, Issues of Fact or
Law.

(a) Except in those cases where no responsive pleading
is required, if the respondent fails to answer a petition to
which an answer is required under the Carbon County
Rules of Civil Procedure or the Pennsylvania Orphans’
Court Rules or the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure
within twenty (20) days of service, all material averments
of fact in the petition shall be taken as admitted and the
Court may, at any time after the reply day or return day
and upon proof of service of the Rule to show cause upon
the respondent at least ten (10) days prior to the return
date, upon motion, enter a decree granting the prayer of
the petition or such other relief deemed appropriate by
the court.

Rule 3.4.1. Form. Exhibits.

(a) Endorsements. Every pleading shall be endorsed
with the name of counsel, if counsel has appeared for a

party.

(b) The signature of an attorney to a petition shall
constitute a certification by that attorney that all copies
of written or printed instruments, records, or documents
which are not certified or authenticated, are true and
correct copies of the original.

Rule 3.4.2. Consents. Joinders. Form.

(a) All petitions shall aver that all parties in interest
are petitioners, or that consents or joinders of all neces-
sary parties are attached or, if the petitioner is unable to
attach a necessary consent or joinder, this fact shall be
stated in the petition together with the reason.

(b) Whenever a party other than a petitioner desires to
consent to or join in the prayer of a petition, there shall
be appended to the petition a written “Consent” or
“Joinder” signed by the party in the following form:

l, , having read and con-
sidered the contents of the foregoing petition, do herewith
waive the benefit of all requirements of notice of the
presentation, or service upon me, of said petition, do
authorize the Court to note my general appearance in
said proceeding as though | had appeared personally or
by counsel, do herewith waive all objections to the Court’s

jurisdiction over my person, and do herewith consent to
or join in [add specifics of prayer for relief].

RULE 5—NOTICE
Rule 5.1.1. Notice. Legal Publication.

The Carbon County Law Journal and The Times News
and such other publications as may be designated by the
President Judge shall be the legal periodicals for the
publication of notice whenever publication in a legal
periodical is required by Act of Assembly, Rule, or Order
of Court.

Rule 5.2.1. Method. Person under Incapacity. No
Guardian or Trustee.

Whenever notice is given to a person who is not sui
juris and for whom there is no guardian or trustee, notice
shall be given by serving it upon the person, if over
fourteen years of age, and in all cases, upon:

(&) The person’s spouse, if sui juris, or
(b) The person’s next of kin, if sui juris, or

(c) The person with whom he or she resides or by
whom he or she is maintained; or

(d) The superintendent or other official of the institu-
tion having custody of the person; or

(e) In such manner as the Court, by special order, may
direct.

Rule 5.4.1. Notice. Additional Requirements.

(8)(1) Personal Service. Return of personal service shall
set forth the date, time, place and manner of such service,
and that a true and correct copy of the petition and notice
were handed to the person served.

(2) Registered or Certified Mail. Return of notice by
registered or certified mail shall set forth the date and
place of mailing the petition and notice and shall include
the return receipt or a copy thereof.

(3) Publication. Return of notice by publication shall
set forth the date(s) and newspaper and/or legal periodi-
cals of publication and shall include proofs of publication
or copies thereof.

(b) Except as may otherwise be provided, by statute,
Rule or special order, a return of notice shall be filed with
the Clerk prior to the date set for the occurrence of the
event of which notice has been given.

Rule 5.5.1. Charities. Notice to the Attorney Gen-
eral.

Notice to the Attorney General or his designated deputy
shall be given in accordance with the provisions of
Pa.0.C.R. No. 5.5 in any matter which involves:

(a) a specific bequest to a charity in the amount of
$25,000.00 or more;

(b) a specific bequest to a charity totaling less than
$25,000.00 which will not be paid in full; or

(c) a charitable bequest of any amount payable out of
the residue of the estate.

RULE 6—ACCOUNTS AND DISTRIBUTION

Rule 6.1.1. Accounts Required. Time for Filing.
Family Settlement Agreement in Lieu of Audit
and Confirmation.

(@) Accounts Required. In every decedent’s estate in
which Letters Testamentary or Letters of Administration
have been issued by the Register of Wills, the executor,
administrator or other personal representative shall file
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an account with the Clerk of the Orphans’ Court. Each
such account shall conform to the requirements of Pa.O.C.
Rule 6.1, and shall include either a Statement of Pro-
posed Distribution or a request that distribution be
determined by the Court or an auditor.

(b) Time for Filing. Every account required to be filed
by this rule shall be filed not later than eighteen (18)
months following the date of issuance of Letters Testa-
mentary or Letters of Administration unless the Court,
upon petition and for good cause shown, shall have
extended the time for filing same.

(c) Family Settlement Agreement. As an alternative to
formal submission and confirmation of an account, a
personal representative may file with the Clerk of Or-
phans’ Court a Family Settlement Agreement. Each Fam-
ily Settlement Agreement shall have attached thereto a
first and final account of the executor, administrator or
other personal representative indicating all transactions
during the administration of the estate, which account
shall be substantially in the form prescribed by Carbon
Co. O.C.R. No. 6.1.2. Each Family Settlement Agreement
shall also have attached thereto a Statement of Proposed
or Actual Distribution, and a release signed by each and
every heir, beneficiary or other party in interest approv-
ing the account, waiving the requirement that the ac-
count be audited and confirmed by the Court and dis-
charging the executor, administrator or other personal
representative.

Rule 6.1.2. Form of Accounts. Additional Require-
ments.

(a)(1) All accounts shall be in the form approved by the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court and as explained by the
Uniform Fiduciary Accounting Principles, pursuant to
Pa.O.C. Rule 6.1(g).

(2) Accounts shall be stated on 8 1/2” by 11" paper,
fastened together at the top and numbered consecutively
at the bottom.

(3) Every account filed with the Clerk shall be signed
by each accountant and shall be verified by at least one
accountant.

Rule 6.3.1. Notice to Parties in Interest.

(&) Notice of the filing and of the date and time for
confirmation as required by law and Rule of Court shall
be given by certified or registered mail, return receipt
requested, at least ten days prior to the confirmation
date. In lieu of such notice, a written waiver of notice
may be filed for any party. The notice shall state that any
party may file objections in writing with the Clerk of the
Orphans’ Court at any time prior to the date and time
fixed for confirmation, and that if no objection is filed, the
Account and Statement of Proposed Distribution will be
confirmed absolutely.

(b) In addition to notices otherwise required by law or
statute, the surety on the bond of any fiduciary seeking
discharge shall be given written notice of the filing of the
petition and of the date and time for presentation for
Final Decree, by certified or registered mail, return
receipt requested, at least ten days prior to the date
scheduled for discharge. In lieu of such notice, a written
waiver of notice may be filed. The notice shall state that
the surety may file objections in writing with the Clerk of
the Orphans’ Court at any time prior to the time fixed for
Final Decree, and that if no objections are filed, a Final
Decree shall be entered as of course.

(c) Prior to the date set for confirmation of the account,
the accountant, or counsel, shall file with the Court a
return of notice as prescribed in Rule 5.4.1. hereof, in
form approved by the Court.

(d) If it shall appear that timely and proper notice has
not been given to all parties entitled to notice or that the
requisite affidavit of notice has not been filed, or that all
costs have not been paid, no order of confirmation or
discharge will then be made and in lieu thereof the
procedure shall be as follows:

(1) If the irregularity is remedied within twenty (20)
days, the Clerk shall represent the matter to the assigned
Judge in Chambers for confirmation or discharge order,
provided at least ten (10) days have elapsed after notice
was given to any party and provided that no objection,
exception or answer has been filed meanwhile. If any
such objection, exception or answer has been filed, the
provisions of Rule 6.4.1(b) shall apply.

(2) If the irregularity has not been so remedied within
twenty (20) days, the time for confirmation or for dis-
charge order shall be as of course extended until the next
regular scheduled session for confirmation and discharge,
and re-advertisement and re-notification of all parties
shall be required, unless the fiduciary makes written
application to the Court and obtains special relief for
cause shown.

(3) In any case now pending or hereafter arising in
which an account, statement of proposed distribution, or
discharge petition has been filed but remains uncon-
firmed for unremedied procedural defect, the Clerk may
file a petition with the Court stating the essential facts
and requesting issuance of a Rule to show cause why an
order denying confirmation or dismissing the discharge
petition should not be made. A copy of such petition shall
be furnished by mail to the fiduciary and his or her
counsel, and to each party entitled to receive notice and
the case shall be placed on the argument schedule for
hearing and argument.

(e) The Clerk shall give notice of all accounts filed and
of the time and place of the call of the Confirmation List.
The notice shall be published once a week for two (2)
consecutive weeks immediately prior to the date of confir-
mation in the legal publication designated by these Rules
and in one daily newspaper of general circulation pub-
lished within Carbon County, and the Clerk shall also
post copies of the Confirmation List in his/her office.

(f) The form of advertisement of Accounts and State-
ments of Proposed Distribution that have been filed for
confirmation by the Court shall be as follows:

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF FIDUCIARIES’
ACCOUNTS

To all claimants, beneficiaries, heirs, next-of-kin, and all
other parties in interest:

NOTICE is hereby given that the following named fidu-
ciaries of the respective estates designated below have
filed their Accounts and Statements of Proposed Distribu-
tion in the office of the Register of Wills in and for the
County of Carbon, Pennsylvania, and the same will be
presented to the Orphans’ Court Division, Courtroom
No. _____, Carbon County Courthouse, Jim Thorpe,
Pennsylvania, on the day of ,
_ _at__.m. for confirmation. All objections
must be filed in writing in the office of the Clerk of
Orphans’ Court Division, Court of Common Pleas, Jim
Thorpe, Pennsylvania, prior to the foregoing stated date
and time:
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ESTATE FIDUCIARY ATTORNEY
X X X

Clerk of the Orphans’ Court
Rule 6.4.1. Accounts. Time for Filing.

The Register of Wills/Clerk of Orphans’ Court shall fix
a filing deadline for each regular session and shall give
notice thereof at least two (2) weeks prior to the deadline.
The time interval between the deadline and the session
shall be sufficient to enable the Register/Clerk to make
publication as provided by law and Rules of Court.

The Register of Wills/Clerk of Orphans’ Court shall
schedule for the next regular session all matters filed
before the deadline for that session and shall make the
required publication. The notices shall contain a state-
ment that all objections must be filed in writing before
the time fixed for confirmation, or final decree of dis-
charge, as the case may be.

Rule 6.9.1. Accounts. Papers to be Submitted.

(@) All Accounts. Counsel for all fiduciaries shall sub-
mit:

1. Copies of all agreements with respect to settlements
and compromises;

2. Accurate descriptions of all real property to be
awarded in kind, described by metes and bounds in the
manner appearing in the last deed of record, together
with recital of title into the decedent; and

3. Statement of Proposed Distribution.

(b) Accounts of Trustees. Counsel for Trustees shall also
submit:

(1) a waiver of an income accounting executed by all of
the income beneficiaries, if the account does not contain a
complete income accounting; and

(2) a Statement of Proposed Distribution.

(c) Accounts of Guardians of the Estates of Minors.
Counsel for a Guardian of the estate of a minor shall also
submit:

(1) where the former minor has attained the age of
eighteen (18) years, his/her written stipulation setting
forth that he/she attained the age of eighteen (18) years
on a certain designated date, that he/she has examined
the account and has found it correct; and that he/she has
received the balance or balances shown in the account
and requests that the guardian be discharged;

(2) where the former minor has attained the age of
eighteen (18) years but has not executed the stipulation
referred to in paragraph (18) of this Rule, then in place
thereof a Statement of Proposed Distribution shall be
filed;

(3) where the minor is deceased, or has been adjudged
an incapacitated person under the P.E.F. Code, or is an
absentee or presumed decedent, or the guardian has
resigned or has been removed, a statement of Proposed
Distribution shall be filed.

(d) Accounts of Guardians of Estates of Incompetents/
Incapacitated Persons. The annual account of the guard-
ian for an incompetent or incapacitated person shall be in
the form prescribed by Carbon Co. O.C.R. No. 14.3.

Rule 6.10.1. Objections. Form and Content.

(a) Objections to an account, inventory, and statement
of proposed distribution shall be in writing; shall be

numbered consecutively; shall be signed by the objector or
his or her attorney; and where they contain allegations of
fact, shall be properly verified in the same manner as a
petition.

(b) Each objection shall be specific as to description
and amount, shall raise but one issue of law or fact, and
shall set forth briefly the reason or reasons in support
thereof.

Rule 6.10.2. Objections. Time for Filing.

(@) Written objections to an account, inventory, or
statement of proposed distribution may be filed as of
course with the Clerk at any time prior to, or at, the call
of the account for confirmation.

(b) No objections shall be made or filed except as
provided in subparagraph (a) unless leave of Court is first
obtained.

Rule 6.10.3. Objections. Deposit on Account of Fees
and Costs.

Upon the filing of objections to an account, inventory or
statement of proposed distribution, objectors shall deposit
with the Orphans Court the sum of $350.00 on account of
the fees and costs of the Auditor or Master.

Rule 6.10.4. Objections. Service. Return.

A copy of objections to an account, inventory or state-
ment of proposed distribution shall be served upon the
accountant and all other parties in interest or their
attorney of record, immediately after the objections have
been filed with the Clerk. Proof of such service shall be
filed forthwith with the Clerk. Any unreasonable delay in
serving objections shall constitute grounds for dismissal
of the same by the Court.

Rule 6.10.5. Objections. Failure to Make, Effect.

Any question which can be and is not raised by
objections conforming to these Rules shall not thereafter
be the subject of an exception to an order confirming an
account or decreeing distribution.

Rule 6.11.1. Accounts. Confirmation.

All accounts on the advertised Confirmation List will be
presented for Confirmation on the day set for confirma-
tion; but, in cases requiring the taking of testimony or the
hearing of argument on legal questions or in which
objections have been filed, a hearing date will be sched-
uled by the Court.

Rule 6.11.2. Distribution under Section 3534 of
P.E.F. Code.

(@) Where at the time of distribution of the estate the
personal representative or a distributee requests the
Court to divide, partition, and allot the real estate or to
direct a sale thereof, an interlocutory decree shall be
entered fixing a day certain, not less than twenty (20)
days from the date of the interlocutory decree, for hear-
ing; the interlocutory decree to be entered shall be in the
form of a notice to all parties in interest that on the day
so fixed for hearing the Court will hear the contentions of
the parties in interest with respect to:

(1) whether the real estate can be divided among less
than all of the parties in interest without prejudice to or
spoiling the whole and if so, how; and

(2) whether the Court should direct the personal repre-
sentative to sell at a sale confined to the distributees or
at a private or public sale not so confined.

(b) A copy of the interlocutory decree, duly certified,
shall be served by certified or registered mail, by the
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personal representative, upon all parties in interest, not
less than ten (10) days before the return day fixed in the
decree; proof of service of notice, in the form of return
receipts, to be filed upon the return day.

Rule 6.11.3. Settlement of Small Estates. Contents
of Petition.

(a) Contents of Petition. A petition for the settlement of
small estates under Section 3102 of the P.E.F. Code shall
set forth:

(1) the name, date of death, and residence of the
decedent;

(2) the petitioner’s name and address and his/her rela-
tionship to the decedent;

(3) if the petitioner is the surviving spouse, the date
and place of marriage to the decedent;

(4) whether the decedent died testate or intestate;

(5) the names, relationship, and interest of all persons
entitled to share in the decedent’s estate under the Will,
if any and the names, relationship and interest, if any,
intestate heirs, stating who are minors, incapacitated
persons, or decedents, with the names of their fiduciaries,
if any, and whether any of them received or retained any
property of the decedent by payment of wages, salary or
any accrued pension under Section 3101 of the P.E.F
Code or otherwise;

(6) where a claim for family exemption is included, a
statement that claimant formed a part of the decedent’s
household at the date of death and, if the claimant is the
surviving spouse, that he or she has not forfeited the
right to claim the family exemption;

(7) an itemized statement of the gross personal estate
to be distributed and the fair value of each item other
than cash, such value to be that given in the inventory
filed, and if one was filed, then the fair value, if not
readily ascertainable, shall be fixed by two appraisers
whose affidavits of value shall be attached to the petition;

(8) the disbursements made prior to the filing of the
petition; the date and name of the person to whom paid;
and the nature and amount of each payment;

(9) the names of all unpaid claimants of whom the
petitioner has notice, the nature and amount of each
claim, and whether such claims are admitted;

(10) that a schedule of assets and deductions for inher-
itance tax purposes has been filed with the Register of
Wills, the amount of any inheritance tax assessed, and
the date of payment thereof, or the reasons why no such
schedule was filed; and

(11) a statement that ten (10) days written notice of
intention to present the petition has been given to every
beneficiary, heir, or unpaid claimant who has not joined
in the petition, or to the Attorney General, if the dece-
dent’s heirs are unknown.

(b) Exhibits. The following exhibits shall be attached to
the petition:

(1) a copy of the decedent’s Will;

(2) the consents of unpaid beneficiaries, heirs, and
claimants; and

(3) the inheritance tax voucher, or in lieu thereof a
statement from the inheritance tax department that no
tax is due.

RULE 7—EXCEPTIONS
Rule 7.1.1. Exceptions. Form and Contents.

(@) No exceptions shall be filed to orders or decrees
entered in proceedings unless the right to except thereto
is expressly conferred by Act of Assembly, Pa. Orphans
Court Rule, Local Rule, or special order, and all decrees
other than those to which exceptions are so allowed to be
taken are FINAL.

(b) Exceptions to findings of fact and conclusions of law
contained in adjudications, orders and decrees shall be in
writing, shall be numbered consecutively, and shall be
signed by the exceptant or his attorney.

(c) Each exception shall be specific, shall raise but one
guestion and shall set forth briefly the reason or reasons
in support thereof.

(d) Questions which were the proper subject of objec-
tions to accounts, inventory, or statements of proposed
distribution and were not raised when the account was
called for confirmation, or questions which might properly
have been raised by an answer to or during a hearing on
a petition, shall not be subject of exceptions, and if so
made shall be subject to dismissal.

Rule 7.1.2. Exceptions. Time for Filing.

Except as otherwise provided, exceptions shall be filed
as of course with the Clerk within twenty (20) days from
service of a copy of the adjudication, order, proposed
order, or decree complained of, or a report of a Master or
Auditor, and a true and correct copy of the exceptions
served upon all parties in interest, or their counsel of
record. Proof of service as aforesaid shall be filed with the
Clerk prior to any disposition of the exceptions.

Rule 7.1.3. Exceptions. Partial Distribution.

When the matters which are the subject of an adjudica-
tion, schedule of distribution, or the report of an auditor
or master, are so separate and distinct that an exception
to any one or more, whether sustained or dismissed,
cannot affect the remainder, and the accountant will not
be prejudiced by the distribution of such remainder,
confirmation of the adjudication, schedule of distribution,
or report, shall not be suspended, except as to those
matters to which exceptions have been filed; distribution
may proceed as to the remainder, and any party from
whom such distribution has been withheld may petition
the Court to order distribution.

RULE 8—AUDITORS AND MASTERS
Rule 8.1.1. Appointment.

The Court, on its own motion, or upon petition of the
accountant, or of any other party in interest, may appoint
an Auditor or Master to assist the Court in the audit of
an account or the disposition of an issue of fact in a
matter.

Rule 8.1.2. Notice of Hearing. Hearings.

(@) The Clerk shall give written notice of an Auditor’s
or Master’s appointment to all counsel of record and all
interested parties not represented by counsel known to
the Clerk.

(b) Notice of the hearings shall be given by the Auditor
or Master.

(c) The hearing shall be held in an appropriate room at
the Carbon County Courthouse at a time and place
indicated and not later than forty-five (45) days after the
Auditor’s or Master’s appointment and shall be extended
only upon application to the Court for good cause shown.
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Rule 8.5.1. Transcript of Testimony.

(a) Testimony given at an Auditor’s or Master’s hearing
shall be stenographically recorded, unless otherwise or-
dered by the Court upon application by a party, or the
Auditor or Master.

(b) The transcript of testimony taken before an Auditor
or Master shall be filed with the report.

(c) Fees may be taxed as costs and the Auditor or
Master shall recommend to the Court that the stenogra-
pher’s fees follow the award as costs in appropriate cases.

Rule 8.6.1. Filing of Report. Notice of Filing. Proof
of Notice.

(@) An Auditor or Master shall file with the Clerk of
Orphans Court his or her original report, together with
the transcript of testimony and the proposed Decree Nisi,
not later than 120 days after conclusion of the final
hearing, and shall give notice in writing to all parties in
interest or their counsel of record of the filing of such
report, and shall further file proof of the giving of notice
with the Clerk.

(b) The Clerk shall serve a copy of said report and
proposed Decree Nisi upon each counsel of record and to
each party in interest not represented by counsel.

Rule 8.7.1. Report of Auditor or Master. Disposition
Procedure.

(a) Subject to the provisions of Carbon Co. O.C.R. No.
8.8.1(b), the report of an Auditor or Master shall be
transmitted to the Court for Confirmation Nisi upon filing
with the Clerk and shall become FINAL unless written
exceptions thereto are filed within twenty (20) days after
the date of filing the report.

(b) Exceptions. Any party in interest shall have the
right to file exceptions to the report of an Auditor or
Master within twenty (20) days after the filing and
Confirmation Nisi thereof.

Rule 8.8.1. Compensation and Security.

(&) Any Auditor or Master appointed by the Court
under these Rules shall be compensated by reasonable
fees as fixed by the Court and paid from such sources as
the Auditor or Master shall recommend and the Court
shall direct.

(b) A motion to the Court to require additional security
for payment of fees and expenses may be filed with the
Clerk at any time by the Auditor or Master, Accountant
or any party in interest. The report shall not be filed with
the Clerk until all fees and expenses have been paid.

RULE 9—OFFICIAL EXAMINERS
Rule 9.1.1. Official Examiners.

Whenever an examination of assets is ordered in
connection with an accounting, the special order of ap-
pointment will be included in the adjudication of the
account, and the examiner shall make the examination
after the schedule of distribution has been filed and
approved so that the assets distributable to fiduciaries,
which are the assets to be examined, will have been
determined.

Rule 9.1.2. Official Examiners. Compensation.

Each estate shall be liable for the compensation of the
examiner and the amount of such compensation shall be
fixed by special Order of the Court.

RULE 10—REGISTER OF WILLS
Rule 10.1.1. Appeals From Grant of Letters.

Appeals from the grant of letters of administration or
letters testamentary, whether founded upon discovery of a
later will or otherwise, shall initially be filed with and
heard by the Register of Wills, who shall conduct a
hearing on such appeal within thirty (30) days of the
filing of same. The Register of Wills shall issue a written
decision granting or denying the appeal not later than ten
(10) days following the date of the hearing. Appeals to the
Court from the decision of the Register shall be as
provided in Carbon Co. O.C.R. No. 10.1.2.

Rule 10.1.2. Form of Appeal From Register of Wills
Decision.

When an appeal is taken from a judicial act or proceed-
ing before the Register of Wills, the appellant shall do so
by petition which sets forth:

(1) the nature of the proceedings before the Register of
Wills;

(2) the reasons for the appeal;

(3) the names and addresses of all parties in interest,
including those who have not been made parties to the
record and their counsel; and

(4) A request that a Rule to Show Cause issued
directed to all parties in interest including those not
represented on the record to show cause why the appeal
should not be sustained and the judicial act or proceeding
complained of be set aside and reversed.

Upon the issuance of the Rule to Show Cause, the
Register of Wills shall certify the record to the Court.

Rule 10.2.1. Inheritance Tax Appeals.

Practice and procedure in inheritance tax appeals shall
be in accordance with the Inheritance and Estate Tax Act,
72 P.S. § 9101 et seq.

RULE 12—SPECIAL PETITIONS
Rule 12.1.1. Family Exemption. Appraisal.

(&) Where the exemption is claimed from personal
property included in the inventory filed, the value of each
item so claimed shall be that given in the inventory filed.

(b) Where the exemption is claimed from personal
property forming part of a Small Estate and no inventory
has been filed, the value of each item claimed shall be the
fair value thereof.

(c) Unless otherwise directed by the Court, no ap-
praisal shall be required if the exemption is claimed;

(1) in money;

(2) from personal property and the gross value of the
estate does not exceed the amount of the exemption;

(3) in real or personal property at valuations agreed
upon by all parties in interest.

Rule 12.1.2. Family Exemption. Allowance.

(@) Personal Property. If the petitioner requests the
exemption prior to confirmation, the petitioner shall file a
petition with the Clerk and thereupon shall give ten (10)
days written notice of intention to request the exemption
to the personal representative, if any, and to all persons
adversely affected thereby who do not join the prayer of
the petition. Objections to the exemption may be filed by
any party in interest within twenty (20) days of service of
notice thereof.
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(b) Real Property. If the Petitioner requests the exemp-
tion prior to the Confirmation, the appraisers shall,
within thirty (30) days after their appointment, file with
the Clerk an appraisal of the property claimed, and
written notice of such filing shall be given to the personal
representative and to the next of kin, or, if there be
neither personal representative nor next of kin, to the
Attorney General. The notice shall contain a copy of the
petition and the appraisal, and a statement that confir-
mation of the appraisal and the setting apart of the real
estate to the petitioner will be requested and may be
allowed by the Court unless objections are filed thereto
within twenty (20) days. If the address or whereabouts of
any of the next of kin is unknown, notice shall be given in
such manner as the Court may direct.

Rule 12.1.3. Family Exemption. Risk Distribution
Prior to Confirmation.

When the personal representative at his or her own
risk delivers assets of the estate in satisfaction of the
exemption he shall set forth the same as a disbursement
in the account under the subheading “Family Exemption.”
Such delivery may be the subject of objection by any
claimant or party in interest.

Rule 12.2.1. Allowance to Surviving Spouse of Intes-
tate. Appraisal.

If an appraisal of property is needed, the manner of
appraising the property, of filing and confirming the
appraisal, and of advertising or giving notice thereof shall
be by special order in each case.

Rule 12.3.1. Election of Surviving Spouse. Filing of
Petition for Extension of Time.

(@) A petition for the extension of time in which the
surviving spouse may file an Election to Take Against the
Will shall include the requirements for a petition under
Pa.O.C. Rule 12.3(a) and the facts relied upon to justify
an extension of time in which to file the election.

(b) The petitioner shall file the petition with the Clerk
and thereafter give ten (10) days written notice of
intention to request the extension to all persons adversely
affected thereby who do not join the prayer of the
petition.

(¢) In the absence of objection, on the presentation of
an appropriate motion and verified return of notice at the
rule to show cause returnable day designated in the
petition, an appropriate decree may be entered.

Rule 12.5.1. Appointment of Guardian for Minor.
Consents Required.

(@) Consent of Parents or Person in Loco Parentis.
Written consent of the parents or surviving parent of the
minor to the appointment of a guardian of the estate or
person is required. If both parents are deceased, such
consent is required of the adult person with whom the
minor resides or of the superintendent or other official in
charge of the institution having custody of the minor. If
such consent is not obtained, the petitioner shall set forth
the reason and give such notice of the petition as the
Court may direct.

(b) Consent of Guardian. Individual. When the pro-
posed guardian is an individual, written consent to act as
such shall contain the following:

(1) the individual's business, and domicile;

(2) a statement that the individual is a citizen of the
United States, able to speak, read, and write the English
language; and

(3) a statement that the individual is not the fiduciary
or an officer or employee of the corporate fiduciary of an
estate in which the minor has an interest nor the surety
or an officer or an employee of the corporate surety of
such a fiduciary; and

(4) a statement that the individual has no interest
adverse to the minor.

(c) Consent of Guardian. Corporate. When the proposed
guardian is a corporation authorized to act as fiduciary,
its written consent to act as such shall contain a state-
ment that it is not the fiduciary of an estate in which the
minor has an interest nor the surety of such a fiduciary
and that it has no interest adverse to the minor.

Note: The foregoing Rules relating to the appoint-
ment of a guardian of a minor’s estate are subject to
the powers given to persons to appoint a guardian by
Will, by inter vivos trust agreement, etc. (See Section
2519 of the P.E.F. Code.)

Rule 12.5.2. Guardians. Minors. Bond. Restricted
Account.

(@) If funds are placed in a restricted account in
accordance with the Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries
Code, the decree of the Court may contain a further
provision that if no withdrawals are made from the
account prior to the minor reaching his majority, the
institution may pay over the funds when the minor
attains age eighteen (18) years, upon the joint requests of
the guardian and the former minor without further Order
of the Court.

(b) A guardian who has received assets in addition to
the deposit or investment made in accordance with this
Rule, shall account as if the restricted account did not
form part of the estate.

Rule 12.5.4. Minor’s Estate. Allowances. Approval of
Court.

(@) Mandatory Approval by the Court. No payments
shall be made by the guardian of the estate unless
approval by the Court is first obtained when payment is
to be made from principal, or when special services have
been performed by counsel and the guardian is in doubt
as to the reasonableness of the fee.

(b) Contents of Petition. Allowances for Maintenance,
Support, or Education. A petition for an allowance from a
minors estate, for the maintenance, support, or education
of the minor, the minor's spouse or children, shall be
presented by the guardian of the estate and shall set
forth:

(1) the manner of the guardian’s appointment and the
date thereof; and, where appropriate, the terms of the
instrument creating the estate;

(2) the age and residence of the minor; whether his or
her parents are living; the name of the person with whom
he or she resides; and, if married, the name and age of
his or her spouse and children;

(3) the value of the minor's estate, real and personal,
and the net annual income;

(4) the circumstances of the minor, whether employed
or attending school; if the minor's parents are living, the
reason why the parents cannot support and educate the
minor without resorting to the minor’s estate;

(5) the date and amount of any previous allowances by
the Court;
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(6) a recommendation to the Court of the amount of
the allowance the petitioner believes should be decreed;
and

(7) if the petition is presented by someone other than
the guardian of the estate, that demand was made upon
the guardian to act, and the reason, if any, given for
failure to do so.

(c) Contents of Petition. Joinder. Attached to the peti-
tion shall be the joinder of the minor, if over fourteen
years of age, and of the parents or surviving parent; or, if
both parents are deceased, the joinder of the adult person
with whom the minor resides, or the superintendent or
other official in charge of the institution having custody of
the minor.

(d) Allowance for More than One Minor. A single peti-
tion may be used for an order of allowance for care,
maintenance and education of more than one minor or for
funeral expenses of a deceased child, spouse, or indigent
parent where the minors are members of the same family,
have the same guardian, and substantially the same
reasons in support of the petition apply to all of the
minors.

(e) Allowance from Sequestered Account. Whenever a
sequestered deposit has been created for the benefit of a
minor, whether or not a guardian has been named,
allowances therefrom may be upon petition of anyone
interested in the welfare of the minor. Such a petition
shall conform as nearly as may be to the requirements of
these Rules and shall, in addition, set forth the interest of
the petitioner in the matter.

Rule 12.9.1. Public Sale of Real Property. Contents
of Petition.

(a) Personal Representative. A petition by a personal
representative to sell real property at public sale, under
the P.E.F. Code, shall set forth in separate paragraphs

(1) name, residence, and date of death of the decedent;
whether he or she died testate or intestate, and the date
of grant of letters;

(2) that the personal representative is not otherwise
authorized to sell by the P.E.F. Code, or that the personal
representative is not authorized or is denied the power to
do so by the Will; or that it is desirable that the sale have
the effect of a judicial sale, stating the reasons;

(3) the total value of the personal estate and all of the
real property, respectively, as shown in the inventory
filed, including the value at which the real property to be
sold was included therein;

(4) a full description of the real property to be sold,
improvements thereon, by whom it is occupied;

(5) if the personal representative entered bond with the
Clerk, the amount of such bond and the name of the
surety;

(6) the names of all parties in interest, as heirs,
devisees, legatees, or lienholders, who will be affected by
the granting of the petition and the interest of each;
whether any of them are minors, incompetents/ incapaci-
tated persons, or deceased, and if so, the names and the
record of the appointment of their fiduciaries;

(7) the liens and charges, if any, of record against the
property to be sold;

(8) the terms of the proposed sale; and

(9) any additional facts which may aid the Court to
determine that the sale is desirable for proper adminis-
tration and distribution of the estate.

(b) Trustee—A Petition by a trustee to sell real property
at public sale under the P.E.F. Code shall set forth in
separate paragraphs:

(1) a statement, in substance, of the provisions of the
instrument creating the trust, Particularly the powers, if
any, therein given to the trustee in respect of real
property;

(2) a copy of the instrument creating the trust, in the
form of an exhibit, or if too lengthy, the relevant portions;

(3) the total value of the personal property and the real
property, respectively, forming the corpus of the trust;

(4) the amount of the bond, if any, filed;

(5) the names of all parties interested as beneficiaries,
including life tenants and remaindermen, who will be
affected by the granting of the petition, whether any of
them are minors, incompetents/incapacitated Persons, or
deceased, and if so, the names and the record of appoint-
ment Of their fiduciaries;

(6) a full description of the real property proposed to be
sold, the improvements thereon, by whom it is occupied;

(7) the reason the sale of the real property involved is
necessary or desirable for the proper administration of
the trust estate;

(8) the liens and charges, if any of record against the
real Property to be sold;

(9) that the trustee is not otherwise authorized to sell
by the P.E.F. Code, or is denied the power by the trust
instrument; or that it is advisable that the sale have the
effect of a judicial sale, stating the reason; and

(10) the terms of the proposed sale.

(c) Guardian. Incapacitated Person’s Estate. A petition
by a guardian of an incapacitated person’s estate to sell
real Property at public sale under the P.E.F. Code shall
set forth in separate paragraphs:

(1) the name, age, marital status and domicile of the
incapacitated person; the date of appointment of the
guardian and by what court; and the amount of bond
filed;

(2) the total value of the Personal estate and all of the
real property, respectively, as shown in the inventory
filed;

(3) a full description of the real property proposed to be
sold, the improvements thereon, by whom occupied;

(4) the names of the parties in interest as heirs and/or
next of Kin;

(5) why the sale of the real Property involved is
necessary or desirable for the administration of the
incapacitated person'’s estate;

(6) the liens and charges, if any, of record against the
property to be sold; and

(7) the terms of the proposed sale.

(d) Guardian. Minor’'s Estate—A petition by a guardian
of a minor's estate to sell real property at public sale
under the P.E.F. Code shall set forth in separate para-
graphs:

(1) the name, age, and domicile of the minor; the date
of appointment of the guardian and the amount of the
bond filed;

(2) the total value of the personal estate and all of the
real property, respectively, as shown in the inventory, if
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filed, otherwise the value of each as received by the
guardian and how and from whom received;

(3) a full description of the real property proposed to be
sold, the improvements thereon, by whom occupied, and
how title was acquired by the minor;

(4) the name and relationship of the person with whom
the minor lives;

(5) where the proposed sale is of an undivided interest,
whether the owners of the other undivided interests join
in the proposed sale;

(6) why the sale of the real property involved is
necessary or desirable for the administration or distribu-
tion of the minor’s estate and whether the proposed sale
is for the best interest of the minors estate;

(7) the lien and charges, if any, of record against the
real property to be sold; and

(8) the terms of the proposed sale.
Rule 12.9.2. Notice of Public Sale of Real Property.

(@) Public notice of any proposed sale under Order of
Court shall be given by advertisement one (1) time in at
least one newspaper of general circulation published in
the County of Somerset and in the legal publication
designated by these Rules, and shall be placed under a
general heading as follows:

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CARBON COUNTY
ORPHANS' COURT DIVISION
PUBLIC SALE OF REAL ESTATE

IN PURSUANCE OF AN ORDER OF THE ORPHANS
COURT DIVISION, THE REAL ESTATE INDICATED
BELOW WILL BE OFFERED FOR SALE AT THE TIME
AND PLACE STATED. THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS
OF SALE ARE OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE
CLERK OF THE ORPHANS' COURT AT THE CARBON
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, JIM THORPE, PENNSYLVA-
NIA, WHERE THEY MAY BE EXAMINED BY THE
PARTIES INTERESTED.

(b) the advertisement shall give the name of the dece-
dent, trust beneficiary, minor, or incapacitated person, the
municipality in which he or she resided, the place in
which lies the real estate to be offered for sale, an
abridged description of the real estate (including, where
possible, the street and house number, and block and lot
number), the improvements thereon erected, the place,
date, and time of sale, the name and title of the personal
representative directed to make the sale, and the name of
the attorney representing the fiduciary.

(c) At least ten (10) days written notice shall be given
to all non-joining parties interested (1) as heirs, devisees,
legatees, or lien holders, where the property to be sold is
that of a decedents estate; or (2) as heirs and/or the next
of kin, where the property to be sold is that of an
incapacitated person; or (3) as beneficiaries, including life
tenant and remaindermen, of the trust estate where the
sale is to be by a trustee; or (4) as the parents or other
person maintaining the minor where the property to be
sold is that of a minor; or (5) as claimants.

The written notice herein provided for shall be by per-
sonal service or by any form of mail requiring a receipt
signed by the person to be notified, mailed to the last
known address of the person to be notified.

Rule 12.9.3. Public Sale of Real Property. Return of
Sale.

All returns of sale of real estate sold at public sale shall
be in writing and sworn to and shall include:

(a) proofs of publication of the notice required by
Carbon Co. O.C.R. 12.9.2.(a);

(b) when and to whom written notice was given under
Carbon Co. O.C.R. 12.9.2.(c); and

(c) the name of the purchaser and the purchase price.
Rule 12.9.4. Public Sale of Real Property. Decree.

Upon return of sale under Carbon Co. O.C.R. 12.9.3,
the Court may enter a Decree of Confirmation Nisi and
fix the amount of security or additional security which
the personal representative, trustee, or guardian shall be
required to enter or the Court may excuse the fiduciary
from entering additional security; and the Decree of
Confirmation Nisi so entered is FINAL unless exceptions
are filed within ten (10) days of the date signed.

Rule 12.10.1. Private Sale of Real Property.

A petition of a fiduciary to sell real property at private
sale shall also conform as closely as practicable to the
requirements of Carbon Co. O.C.R. 12.9 with regard to a
petition to sell real property at public sale by the same
fiduciary and shall also be supported by the affidavits
required under Pa.O.C. Rule 12.10(b).

Rule 12.10.2. Private Sale of Real Property. Public
Notice of Sale. Form of Notice.

Public notice of any proposed private sale under Order
of Court shall be given by advertisement one (1) time in
at least one newspaper of general circulation published in
the County of Carbon and in the legal publication desig-
nated by these Rules; unless excused by Order of Court,
notice shall also be given by personal service or registered
mail to the last known address of all nonjoining inter-
ested parties as specified in Carbon Co. O.C.R. 12.9.2(c);
and shall be in the following form:

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CARBON COUNTY
ORPHANS’ COURT DIVISION
PRIVATE SALE OF REAL ESTATE

In the matter of the Estate of (deceased—a minor—
incapacitated person). To the heirs, legatees, devisees,
next of kin, and all other persons interested in said
estate:

Notice is hereby given that
(personal representative—trustee—quardian) has filed in
the office of the Clerk of the said Court a petition praying
for an order of sale of the real estate of said (decedent—
minor—incapacitated person) situate
at private sale to for the sum of
$_ for the purposes in the petition set forth. If
no exceptions are riled thereto or objections are made to
granting the same, the Court will be asked to take action
upon the petition on the______ day of |
, at_.m., in Courtroom No. , the Carbon
County Courthouse, Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania.

Attorney for Petitioner
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Rule 12.10.4. Confirmation of Sale.

If no exceptions are filed or objections made, the Court
may enter a decree:

(1) fixing the amount of security or additional security
which the personal representative, trustee, or guardian
shall be required to enter or excusing the fiduciary from
entering additional security; and

(2) confirming the sale absolutely effective immediately
or as of the time the required security or additional
security, if any, is approved and filed.

Rule 12.11.1. Mortgage of Real Property.

A petition to mortgage real property by a personal
representative, trustee, or guardian shall conform as
closely as practicable to the requirements of Carbon Co.
O.C.R. 12.10.1 with regard to a petition to sell real
property at private sale by the same fiduciary.

Rule 12.11.2. Pledge, Lease, or Exchange of Real
Property.

The practice and procedure governing petitions by a
personal representative, trustee, or guardian to pledge,
lease, or exchange, or to grant an option for the pledge,
lease, or exchange of property under the P.E.F. Code,
shall be governed by Carbon Co. O.C.R. 12.10.1, govern-
ing the private sale of real property by such fiduciary.

Rule 12.12.1. Inalienable Property. Public Sale.

() A petition to sell real property at public sale under
Chapter 83 of the P.E.F. Code shall, in addition to other
requirements of the statute and Supreme Court Orphans’
Court Rules, set forth in separate paragraphs:

(1) How title was acquired, stating the date and place
of probate of the Will or recording of the deed, as
applicable;

(2) If presented by a guardian, the method, date and
record of appointment, if any, or if none, identity of the
petitioner stating the relationship of the petitioner to the
person owning the property;

(3) A full description of the real property, its improve-
ments, by whom it is occupied, its rental income, if any,
and the liens and charges to which it is subject;

(4) The interest of the petitioner, if any;

(5) A recital and history of the trust, if any; the
relevant provisions of the Will or deed pertaining to the
real property to be sold; the interest of a minor, if any;
and the names of other parties interested in the real
estate and the nature of their interest;

(6) If for the benefit of a minor, the age of the minor,
the names of the minor’'s next of kin and that notice has
been given to them of the presentation of the petition;

(7) The names of all parties in interest, their ad-
dresses, the nature and extent of their interests, stating
which, if any, are minors or incapacitated persons, and
giving the names and record of appointment of their
guardians, if any,

(8) That the purpose of the proceeding is to obtain a
decree stating that the title transferred to the purchaser
will be indefeasible by any person ascertained or
unascertained, or by any class of persons mentioned in
the petition or decree having a present or expectant
interest in the premises, and unprejudiced by any error in
the proceedings of the court;

(9) Sufficient facts to enable the court to determine
whether the proposed sale will be to the interest and

advantage of the parties, and whether the proposed sale
may be made without prejudice to any trust, charity, or
purpose for which the real property is held, and without
violation of any laws which may confer an immunity or
exemption from sale or alienation; and

(10) The names of any parties who do not voluntarily
appear.

(b) The petitioner shall attach as exhibits the consents
to the sale signed by those parties in interest who
consent, and the notice which was given to those parties
who do not consent or voluntarily appear.

(c) If all parties having an interest do not voluntarily
appear as petitioners or respondents, petitioner shall
request issuance of a rule to show cause directed to all
parties who have not appeared.

(d) The practice and procedure with respect to notice,
confirmation and entry of security shall conform to the
appropriate provisions of the P.E.F. Code and Carbon Co.
0O.C.R. 12.9.2, 12.9.3 and 12.9.4.

Rule 12.12.3. Inalienable Property. Private Sale.

(a) A petition to sell real property at private sale under
Chapter 83 of the P.E.F. Code, shall set forth in separate
paragraphs:

(1) The information required under Carbon Co. O.C.R.
12.12.1(a) and (b), to the extent applicable;

(2) The name and address of the proposed purchaser,
the price to be paid; the terms of the proposed sale; and
that the price offered is better than can be obtained at a
public sale; and

(3) When the proposed sale is of an undivided interest,
that the other parties in interest desire the sale to be
made and are willing to join in the deed.

(b) In addition to the exhibits referred to in Carbon Co.
O.C.R. 12.12.1(b), the petition shall have attached affida-
vits of two (2) real estate appraisers setting forth the
information required by Pa.O.C.R. 12.10(b).

(c) If all parties having an interest do not voluntarily
appear as petitioners or respondents, petitioners shall
request issuance of a rule to show cause directed to all
parties who have not appeared.

(d) The court, in the decree approving or confirming
the sale, will fix the amount of security which the
fiduciary shall be required to enter.

Rule 12.12.4. Inalienable Property. Mortgage.

(@) Contents of Petition. A petition by a fiduciary to
mortgage real property, under Chapter 83 of the P.E.F.
Code, shall conform as closely as practicable to the
requirements of Carbon Co. O.C.R. 12.9 with regard to a
petition to sell real property at public sale by the same
fiduciary; shall set forth the amount and terms of the
proposed loan; and shall provide sufficient facts to enable
the Court to determine whether the proposed loan should
be approved.

(b) Exhibits. Security. The exhibits required by Carbon
Co. O.C.R. 12.12.3.(b) shall be attached to the petition,
with the proviso regarding consents, that if all parties
having an interest do not voluntarily appear as petition-
ers or respondents, a rule to show cause will be granted
directed to all parties who have not appeared, as provided
by the P.E.F. Code. Security shall be fixed as provided by
Rule 12.12.3(d).
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RULE 14—GUARDIANSHIP OF INCAPACITATED PERSONS
Rule 14.1. Form of Preliminary Decree.

(@) Form of Preliminary Decree. Each Petition for Adjudication of Incapacity shall have attached thereto a Preliminary
Decree for Guardianship substantially in the following form:

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CARBON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
ORPHANS’' COURT DIVISION

IN RE: , No.
An Alleged Incapacitated Person

PRELIMINARY DECREE FOR GUARDIANSHIP

AND NOW, this day of , , to judicially resolve Petitioner’'s request for the
appointment of guardianship, the Court hereby:

ORDERS and DECREES the following:

1. That a Hearing be held on the attached Petition on the____ day of , ,
at ___ .M. in Courtroom No. , Carbon County Courthouse, Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania.

2. The Court directs the issuance of an appropriate citation with Rule to Show Cause why the above-captioned
individual should not be adjudged an Incapacitated Person and why the Court should not appoint appropriate guardians.

3. Petitioner shall request a guardianship of the following nature: a limited guardianship of the person, a plenary
guardianship of the estate.

4. Petitioner shall cause to be served (by personal service) the Rule to show cause and Petition with attached Notice
upon the alleged incapacitated person at least twenty (20) days prior to the Court hearing. The contents and terms of the
Petition and the Notice shall be explained to the maximum extent possible language and terms the alleged incapacitated
person is most likely to understand. An affidavit of service shall be filed before the hearing and offered as an exhibit at
the beginning of the Court hearing.

5. At least 20 days notice of the Petition and Hearing shall be given by personal service or certified mail to all persons
who are sui juris and would be entitled to share in the estate of the alleged incapacitated person’s estate if he/she died
intestate at the time of finding incompetency. Notice to possible interstate heirs in foreign nations shall be directed by
special Order of Court upon petition of the petitioner. Copy of existing wills shall be provided to the court by petitioner
and beneficiaries or devisee shall receive notice as hereinbefore provided.

6. Petitioner shall notify the Court, in writing, at least seven (7) days prior to the Court hearing if counsel has NOT
been retained by or on behalf of the alleged incapacitated person. This notice shall also contain all pertinent information
which indicates whether or not counsel should be appointed to represent the alleged incapacitated person.

7. The alleged incapacitated person shall be present at the Court hearing unless it is established that her physical or
mental condition would be harmed by her presence, or it is impossible for her to be present because of her absence from
the Commonwealth.

BY THE COURT:

(b) Form of Rule to show cause. Every Petition for Adjudication of Incompetency shall have attached to the Preliminary
Decree provided in subsection (a) of this rule a Rule to Show Cause or Citation in the form prescribed by Pa.O.C.R. No.
14.5.

Rule 14.2. Testimony Regarding Incapacity or Incompetency, Deposition.
Expert testimony regarding incapacity or incompetency may be presented by deposition in the following form:

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CARBON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
ORPHANS’ COURT DIVISION

IN RE:
NO.
An Alleged
Incapacitated Person
DEPOSITION BY INDIVIDUAL QUALIFIED IN EVALUATION OF INCAPACITATED PERSON
The deposition of , & witness in this matter, on the____ day of

, at , Pennsylvania.

1. What is your name and your professional address?

A. My name is ; my professional address is

2. Please describe your education, training, and background with particular emphasis on your expertise in evaluating
individuals with incapacities. If you prefer to do so, please attach a curriculum vitae to those interrogatories that details
this information.
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A. (Cross out that answer that does not apply.)
(&) My curriculum vitae detailing this information is attached or

(b) I received my college degree at and my post graduate training at ,
and | have practiced (e.g. medicine, psychiatry, psychology, gerontological social work
etc.) since 19 . My special qualifications and training with respect to evaluating persons with incapacities
consist of

3. In what states are you licensed to practice medicine?
A. | am licensed to practice medicine in the following states:
4. In your capacity as (e.g. physician, psychologist, social worker, etc.) have you had the opportunity to meet with,

examine, speak with and otherwise become acquainted with (name) and if so,
upon what occasions and in what fashion have you been able to do so?
A. | first became acquainted with (name) the month of ,
, when she/he was brought to my attention by means of . | have since that
time (visited/spoken with/examined/treated) her/him on other occasions with an average frequency of
times per day/week/month/year.

5. To a reasonable degree of medical certainty, do you have an opinion as to whether the ability of
(name) to receive and evaluate information effectively and to communicate decisions is in any way
impaired to such significant extent that she/he is:

(a) partially unable to manage her/his financial resources,
or
(b) totally unable to manage her/his financial resources.

A

6. To a reasonable degree of medical certainty, do you have an opinion as to whether the ability
of (name) to receive and evaluate information effectively and to communicate decisions is in any
way impaired to such significant extent that she/he is:

(a) partially unable to meet essential requirements for her/his physical health and safety, or
(b) totally unable to meet essential requirements for her/his physical health and safety?

A.

7. Please describe the type and severity of any impairments of (name) are as follows:
—Check one—

Impairment None Mild Moderate Severe
a) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
b) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
c) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
d) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
e) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
f) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
9) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
h) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
8. To a reasonable degree of medical certainty, can you express an opinion as to whether (name) is
partially or totally unable to manage her/his financial resources?

A. The ability of (name) to manage her/his financial resources is impaired (not at all, partially,
totally) as follows:
9. To a reasonable degree of medical certainty, can you express an opinion as to whether (name) is
able to meet essential requirements for her/his physical health and safety?

A. The ability of (name) to meet essential requirements for her/his physical health and safety is
impaired (not all, partially, totally) as follows:
10. Can you please evaluate the present condition of (name) with respect to incapacities of the

type alleged in the Petition. In particular, could you please comment on the nature and extent of the alleged incapacities
and disabilities and also, insofar as you are able, the mental, emotional and physical condition of
(name), her/his adaptive behavior, and her/his social skills?
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A. Based upon my education, training and experience, as well as my acquaintance with (name)
as stated above, it is my opinion that her/his incapacities and disabilities are

Her/His mental condition is:

Her/His emotional and physical condition are:

11. Is the condition of (name) such as would make her/him susceptible to being taken advantage
of by unscrupulous or designing persons?

A. Her/His adaptive behavior is

B. Her/His social skills are

12. What recommendations would you make concerning services necessary to meet the essential requirements for the
physical health and safety of (name).

A. | would recommend that her/his physical health and safety be protected by

13. What recommendations would you make concerning management of the financial resources
of (name)?

A. | would recommend

14. What recommendations would you make concerning the development or regaining of physical or mental abilities
of (name)?

A. 1 would recommend the following

15. What types of assistance do you think are required by (name)?

A. | believe she/he needs assistance with

16. Why is it that no less restrictive alternatives would be appropriate?
A. Less restrictive alternatives would not be appropriate because

17. What is the probability that the extent of incapacities of (name) may significantly lessen or
change?
A. In my judgment, and based upon my training, experience and acquaintance with (name) 1

believe the probability that her/his incapacities may significantly lessen or change is:

18. Would the physical or mental condition of (name) be harmed by her/his presence in open
Court?

A. | believe that the presence of (name) in open Court would (not) be harmful to her/him
because

NOTE: Pennsylvania law (20 Pa.C.S. § 5511(a)(1) requires that the alleged incapacitated person must be present at the
hearing unless a physician or licensed psychologist provides by testimony or statement, an opinion that her/his physical
or mental condition would be harmed by her/his presence.

VERIFICATION

l, verify that the statements made in the foregoing Deposition
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. | understand that the statements herein are
subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

Dated:

Signature of Deponent
Rule 14.3. Accounts of Guardians.

On or before the first day of March of each year, every guardian of the estate of an incapacitated or incompetent person
shall file with the Clerk of the Orphans’ Court an account of such guardian’s administration of the estate during the
preceding calendar year, said account to be substantially in the following form:
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CARBON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
ORPHANS' COURT DIVISION

IN RE: NO.

PERIODIC REPORT
FROM , TO '
OF THE GUARDIAN OF THE ESTATE

1) 1 am the limited/plenary (circle one) guardian of the estate of my ward, named above, and my address, including zip
code, is:

My telephone number at work is ( ) and my telephone number at home is
« )

2) |1 was appointed guardian by Order of Court dated which was/was not (circle one) modified by
Court Order(s) dated

3) My initial Inventory was filed on and listed a total estate value of $
The Inventory listed a total monthly incomeof $__ comprised of the following:

4) At the beginning date of this reporting period, my initial balance on hand was $

5) During this reporting period, the following reflects all sources of income (other than social security) received by me for
my ward: (Add additional pages if needed)

Date Received Source of Income Amount

oakrwnE

TOTAL—

6) During this reporting period, the following reflects all payments | have made for my ward: (Add additional pages if
needed):

Date To Whom Paid Reason for Payment Amount

ook wNE

TOTAL—

7) The present principal assets of my ward are:
Description of Asset Present Value

ook wnE

8) The present amount and sources of income for my ward are:

Source of Income Amount of Income
(Indicate whether monthly, quarterly, annually)
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Source of Income Amount of Income
(Indicate whether monthly, quarterly, annually)

4.

5.

6.

9) The regular monthly expenses of my ward which | pay are:

To Whom Paid Amount
(annually)

ok wbdpRE

10) | have/Zhave not (circle one) petitioned the Court for permission to invade principal to meet the needs of my ward.
(If applicable) The following expenses of my ward have been paid from principal:
To Whom Paid Purpose Amount

ogkrwNE

11) I have/have not (circle one) paid myself compensation for services | rendered as guardian.

The amount | paid myself totaled $ and was calculated at the followingrate: $__ per
week/month (circle one).

12) Circle the correct response and complete, if appropriate.
There will be no need for extraordinary expenditures on behalf of my ward in the next twelve (12) months.
or

There will be a need for extraordinary expenditures on behalf of my ward in the next twelve (12) months because:

13) Circle the correct response and complete, if appropriate.
A. My ward receives monthly social security benefits directly.

B. | am the designated payee to receive my ward’s social security benefits.
C. The designated payee of my ward’s social security benefits is

whose address is

and is/is not (circle one) related to my ward as (insert relationship).

I certify under the penalties of perjury that the information contained in this report is true and correct to the best of my
knowledge, information and belief. | further certify that I have sent a copy of this report to all those parties in interest
listed in the original Petition to declare my ward incapacitated and that | have added a notice to those parties in the
form below.

Date:

Signature of Guardian

NOTICE

Enclosed is a copy of my periodic Report as Guardian of the Estate. If you have any questions regarding this report,
please contact me. If you have any Objections to it, you are advised to prepare your Objections, in writing, make
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reference to the name of the incapacitated person and the court file humber, and, within thirty (30) days of receiving this
Notice, mail or deliver the Objections to me at the address listed in my Report and to the

Orphans’ Court Auditor
Office of the Register of Wills
County Courthouse

Jim Thorpe, PA 18229

Guardian of the Estate

Rule 14.4. Annual Report of Guardian of Person of Incapacitated Person.
The annual report of the guardian of the person of an incompetent or incapacitated person required by 20 PA.C.S.A.

§ 5521(c) shall be in the following form:

[Caption]

GUARDIAN OF THE PERSON—ANNUAL REPORT
(20 PA.C.S.A. § 5521(c)

Current address of the incapacitated person.

No gs~wdhPRE

of your last report:
8. How often do you visit the incapacitated person?
9. On the average, how long are your visits?

Describe the type of facility where the incapacitated person presently lives and the type of living arrangements:

Do you contemplate a change of placement in the near future? If yes, state where and the reason.

Describe any major medical or mental problems of the incapacitated person:

Describe what social and recreational activities that are enjoyed by the incapacitate person:

What medical and psychological services are provided to the incapacitated person?

Describe any hospitalizations or medical treatment since the date of your appointment as guardian or since the date

10. Who else visits the incapacitated person and how frequently?
11. Are there any needs that are not being provided for? If yes, state what and why,
12. Should the guardianship continue, be terminated, or modified? If yes, please specify the reasons for your opinion.

Date:

RULE 15—ADOPTIONS
Rule 15.1. Local Rules.

The practice and procedure with respect to adoptions
shall be as provided by Act of Assembly and to the extent
not inconsistent therewith shall conform with the perti-
nent provisions of these Rules or special order of the
Orphans’ Court, or, in the absence thereof, with the
provisions of Pa.O.C.R. 15.

Rule 15.1.1. Local Practice and Procedure.

Practice and procedure with respect to all proceedings
under the Adoption Act, 23 Pa.C.S.A § 2101-2910, shall
be as provided by this local Rule 15, and, also, in
accordance with the provisions of Pa.O.C.R. 15, to the
extent the latter is not inconsistent with the provisions of
the current Adoption Act, 23 Pa.C.S.A. § 2101-2910 (the
“Adoption Act”).

Rule 15.1.2. Exhibits.

Appended to all petitions for voluntary relinquishment,
involuntary termination and adoption shall be the follow-
ing:

(&) A birth certificate or certificate of registration of
birth of the subject child which contains the child’'s name,
sex, date of birth and parents’ names.

(1) Whenever a birth certificate has been filed with the
Clerk in a companion proceeding, reference to the com-
panion case term and number shall be sufficient.

Signature of Guardian

(2) A notice of birth registration is not an acceptable
substitute for a certified copy of a birth certificate or a
certification of registration of birth.

(b) When required by the Court, certified copies of
marriage licenses regarding the biological parent or par-
ents of the subject child and the proposed adoptive
parents, as proof of the following:

(1) The marital status of the biological mother at the
birth of the subject child and for one year prior thereto.

(2) The marriage of the proposed adoptive parents to
each other.

Rule 15.2.1. Voluntary Relinquishment to Agency.
(a) Petition.

A Petition under Section 2501 of the Adoption Act to
relinquish parental rights and duties with respect to a
child who has been in the care of an Agency shall be in a
form approved by the court, and shall include the follow-
ing allegations:

(1) The name, address, age, racial background and
religious affiliation of each petitioner.

(2) The information required in subparagraph (1) as to
any parent who is not a petitioner, or the reason why
such information is unavailable.

(3) The martial status of the mother as of the time of
the birth of the child and during one year prior thereto,

PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN, VOL. 30, NO. 2, JANUARY 8, 2000



THE COURTS 219

and, if the mother was married, the name of her husband
or husbands, and her maiden name.

(4) The name, age, date of birth, racial background, sex
and religious affiliation of the child.

(5) The name and address of the Agency having care of
the child.

(6) The date when the child was placed with the
Agency and the circumstances surrounding the place-
ment.

(7) When the child’'s parents are not married to each
other, whether they intend to marry each other.

(8) The reason for seeking relinquishment.

(9) That each petitioner understands the petition, has
considered the alternatives, and has executed the petition
voluntarily to promote what the petitioner believes to be
in the petitioner’s and the child's best interests.

(10) Whether either natural parent of the child is
entitled to the benefits of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil
Relief Act of 1940, as amended (50 U.S.C.A. '501, et. seq.).

(b) Exhibits.

The petition shall have attached to it the following
exhibits, in addition to those specified in Rule 15.1.2:

(1) The joinder of a parent who is not a petitioner, if
obtainable.

(2) If the other parent is deceased, a certified copy of
the death certificate.

(3) The joinder of the Agency having care of the child
and its consent to accept custody of the child until such
time as the child is adopted. The joinder of the Agency
shall be executed and acknowledged by an official autho-
rized to do so, and proof of such authority shall be kept
on file with the court (see Rule 15.8.1, infra.).

(4) A proposed decree in a form approved by the court.
(c) Disposition of Petition.

(1) The petition shall be filed with the Clerk, who shall
place the matter on the next available hearing list, unless
otherwise directed by the court.

(2) Absent exceptional circumstances, or unless the
other parent is deceased, the court will not entertain a
petition by one parent where the rights of the other
parent have not been previously terminated or cannot be
terminated at the hearing.

(3) Information concerning any proposed adoption of
the child who is the subject of the petition shall be made
available to the court at the hearing.

(d) Notice and Hearing.

(1) If a parent has not relinquished his or her rights
and duties in and to the child, or joined in the other
parent’'s petition hereunder, then notice of the hearing,
together with a copy of the petition, shall be served upon
the non-petitioning/non-joining parent.

(2) Unless excused by the court, at or prior to the
hearing, each petitioner and each person whose consent
or joinder is attached to the petition shall be examined
under oath at the hearing.

Rule 15.3.1. Voluntary Relinquishment to Adult In-
tending to Adopt Child.

(a) Petition.

A Petition under Section 2502 of the Adoption Act to
relinquish parental rights with respect to a child who has

been in the exclusive care of an adult or adults who have
filed a report of Intention to Adopt shall be in a form
approved by the Court, and shall include the allegations
required under subparagraphs (1), (2), (3), (4), (7), (8), (9),
and (10) of Rule 15.2.1.(a), and

(1) The date when the Report of Intention to Adopt was
filed.

(2) The date when the child was placed with the adult
or adults and the circumstances surrounding the place-
ment.

(b) Exhibits.

The petition shall have attached to it the following
exhibits, in addition to those specified in Rule 15.1.2:

(1) The joinder of a parent who is not a petitioner, if
obtainable.

(2) If the other parent is deceased, a certified copy of
the death certificate.

(3) The separate consent of the adult or adults to
accept custody of the child.

(4) A proposed decree in a form approved by the Court.
(c) Disposition of the Petition.

(1) The petition shall be filed with the Clerk, who shall
place the matter on the next available hearing list, unless
otherwise directed by the Court.

(2) Absent exceptional circumstances, or unless the
other parent is deceased, the Court will not entertain a
petition by one parent where the rights of the other
parent have not been previously terminated or cannot be
terminated at the hearing.

(3) Absent exceptional circumstances, a petition for
voluntary relinquishment to an adult intending to adopt
will not be entertained by the Court unless a petition for
adoption under Section 2701 of the Adoption Act with
respect to the subject child has also been filed.

(d) Notice and Hearing.

(1) If a parent has not relinquished his or her right in
the child or joined in the petition hereunder, then notice
of the hearing on a parent's petition to voluntarily
relinquish rights, together with a copy of the petition,
shall be served upon such non-petitioning/non-joining
parent.

(2) Each petitioner and each person whose joinder or
consent is attached to the petition shall be examined
under oath at the hearing unless excused by the court.

Rule 15.3.2. Alternative Procedure for Relinquish-
ment.

(a) Petition to Confirm Consent.

A petition under Section 2504(a) of the Adoption Act
shall be in a form approved by the court, and shall
include the following allegations:

(1) The name, address and standing of the petitioner or
petitioners, and the date on which the report of intention
to adopt and/or the petition for adoption was filed.

(2) The name, age, address and current marital status
of the natural parent or parents.

(3) The name, sex, date of birth and the child proposed
to be adopted, and the date on which the child was placed
with the proposed adoptive parents.

(4) The date on which the petition or petitions for
voluntary relinquishment were filed.

PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN, VOL. 30, NO. 2, JANUARY 8, 2000



220 THE COURTS

(5) The date of the execution of the consent or consents
to the adoption by the natural parent or parents.

(6) That a period of forty (40) days has elapsed since
the execution of the consent to the adoption and that the
consenting parent has not filed or proceeded with a
petition for voluntary relinquishment of parental rights
as provided for in Sections 2501 and 2502 of the Adoption
Act.

(7) Whether either natural parent of the child is en-
titled to the benefits of the Soldiers and Sailors’ Civil
Relief Act of 1940, as amended (50 U.S.C.A. § 501, et
seq.).

(b) Exhibits to Petition to Confirm Consent.

The petition shall have attached to it the following
exhibits, in addition to those specified in Carbon Co.
O.C.R. 15.1.2:

(1) The original consent of the natural parent in the
form prescribed by Section 2711(d)(I) and (2) of the
Adoption Act.

(2) A proposed decree in a form approved by the court.

(c) Petition for Termination of Parental Rights of Non-
Consenting Putative Father

A petition under Section 2504(c) of the Adoption Act
shall be in a form approved by the court, and shall
include the following allegations:

(1) The name, address and standing of the petitioner or
petitioners, and the dates on which the report of intention
to adopt and/or the petition for adoption was filed.

(2) The name, age, address and marital status of the
biological parents as of the birth of the child and during
one year prior thereto.

(3) The name, sex, date of birth of the proposed
adoptee and the date on which the child was placed with
the proposed adoptive parents.

(4) That the biological mother of the adoptee was
unmarried at the child’s birth.

(5) That the putative father has refused to execute a
written consent to the adoption of the proposed adoptee
and has not filed an acknowledgment of paternity.

(6) Whether the putative father is entitled to the
benefits of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of
1940, as amended (50 U.S.C.A. § 501, et seq.).

(d) Exhibits to Petition for Termination of Parental
Rights of Non-Consenting Putative Father

The petition shall have attached to it the following
exhibits, in addition to those specified in Carbon Co.
O.C.R. 15.1.2:

(1) A birth certificate of the proposed adoptee which
indicates that no acknowledgment or claim of paternity
has been filed.

(2) A proposed decree in a form approved by the Court.
(e) Disposition of Petitions Under Section 2504.

(1) The petition shall be filed with the Clerk, who shall
place the matter on the next available hearing list, unless
otherwise directed by the court.

(2) Absent exceptional circumstances, the Court will
not entertain a petition to confirm the consent of only one
biological parent, unless the other parent is the petitioner
or the spouse of a petitioner in an adoption pending in
this court; or the other parent is a putative father who (i)

has refused to executive a consent, and has not filed an
acknowledgment of paternity, or (ii) is deceased.

(3) Absent exceptional circumstances, a petition to con-
firm consent will not be entertained by the court unless
petition for adoption under Section 2701 of the Adoption
Act has been filed with this court.

(f) Notice and Hearing.

(1) Notice of the hearing on the petition to confirm
consent, in the form prescribed by Section 2513(b) of the
Adoption Act, together with a copy of the petition omit-
ting all references to the proposed adoptive parents, shall
be served upon the natural parent or parents whose
consent is sought to be confirmed, the other parent, a
putative father whose rights are sought to be terminated,
and to the parents or guardian of a consenting parent
who has not reached 18 years of age.

(2) Each petitioner shall be examined under oath at
the hearing.

Rule 15.4.1. Involuntary Termination of Parental
Rights.

(a) Petition.

A petition for involuntary termination of parental
rights under Sections 2511 and 2512 of the Adoption Act
shall be in the form set forth in Carbon Co. O.C.R. 15.4.2.

(b) Exhibits.

The petition shall have attached to it the following
exhibits, in addition to those specified in Carbon Co.
O.C.R. 15.1.2:

(1) The joinder of the agency having care of the child
and its consent to accept custody of the child until such
time as the child is adopted. The joinder shall satisfy the
requirements of Carbon Co. O.C.R. 15.2.1(b)(3).

(2) A proposed decree nisi in the form set forth in
Carbon Co. O.C.R. 15.4.3.

(c) Disposition of Petition.

(1) The petition shall be filed with the Clerk and a
copy thereof shall be served upon the respondent. This
shall be in addition to the notice of hearing required by
Rule 15.4. I(e).

(2) At the time when the petition is filed with the
Clerk, the matter shall be placed on the next available
hearing list by the Clerk. However, the matter shall not
be heard before the time for filing responsive pleadings
has elapsed (O.C. Rule 3.2.2). Notice thereof shall be
given as required by Carbon Co. O.C.R. 15.4.1(e).

(3) Absent exceptional circumstances, or unless the
other parent is deceased, the court will not entertain a
petition for involuntary termination of parental rights
riled by an agency or an adult intending to adopt where
the parental rights of the other parent have not been
previously terminated, or cannot be terminated at the
hearing.

(4) If the court is satisfied that, after reasonable
investigation, the identity of a natural parent is un-
known, no notice under this Rule will be necessary with
respect to such parent.

(5) To establish a “reasonable investigation” a “Petition
for Leave to Forego Involuntary Termination Proceedings
Regarding the Unknown Parent of (name of child)” shall
be presented to the Motions Judge and shall contain the
following allegations:
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(i) the circumstances surrounding the conception of the
child including the approximate date and location;

(i) all of the information regarding the unknown par-
ent that is known by the other natural parent or peti-
tioner; and

(iti) the efforts made by the identical natural parent or
petitioner, by anyone acting on behalf of the identified
parent, by petitioning adoptive parents and/or anyone
acting on their behalf, to attempt to identify, locate, or
contact the unknown natural parent based on the infor-
mation provided in subsections (i) and (ii) above; or

(iv) the reasons why any of the above information
cannot be provided.

(6) if a natural parent is not the petitioner there shall
be attached to the petition as an exhibit:

(i) the consent and joinder of the identified natural
parent;

(i) a certified copy of the death certificate of the
identified natural parent; or

(iti) the affidavit of the identified natural parent that
the allegations in the petition are true and correct and
that the identity and whereabouts of the other natural
parent are unknown to the arrant.

(7) If the requirements of subparagraph (6) above
cannot be satisfied, the petition shall contain an allega-
tion explaining the reasons therefor.

(d) Representation for Minors.
(1) Counsel.

When a petition for involuntary termination is being
contested by one or both parents, counsel for the petition-
ers shall file with the petition or present, to the Motions

Judge, prior to the scheduled hearing, a motion for the
appointment of counsel to represent the minor child or
children, together with a proposed order in a form
approved by the court.

(2) Guardian Ad Litem.

When the termination of the parental rights of a minor
parent is sought, the court, if it finds that the minor
parent is not adequately represented, may appoint a
guardian ad litem to represent the interests of the minor
parent.

(e) Notice and Hearing.

(1) Notice of the hearing on the petition for involuntary
termination of parental rights, in the form and manner
prescribed by Section 2513 of the Adoption Act, shall be
served upon the following persons:

(i) the parent or parents whose rights are sought to be
terminated; and

(i) the parent or parents and the guardian ad litem, if
any, of a natural parent who is under the age of 18 years.

(2) Each petitioner shall be examined under oath at
the hearing unless excused by the court.

(3) The notice of hearing required in this Rule shall be
in addition to the requirement of service of the petition in
accordance with Carbon Co. O.C.R. 15.4.1(c)(1).

(f) Decrees of Termination of Parental Rights; Form.

When a petition for involuntary termination of parental
rights is uncontested by the respondent, the court, after
hearing, shall issue an order setting forth its findings
regarding the grounds for involuntary termination of
parental rights and either granting or denying the termi-
nation. All such decrees of termination of parental rights
in uncontested matters shall be final orders.

Rule 15.4.2. Form of Petitition for Involuntary Termination.

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CARBON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
ORPHANS’ COURT DIVISION
IMPORTANT NOTICE

PETITION FOR INVOLUNTARY TERMINATION
OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

IN RE:

No.

To:

the parents of

A petition has been filed asking the Court to put an end to all rights you have to your child [insert name of child]. A
copy of the petition is